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M-102 approval – 2/2006

Editorial Changes – 1/2015
Rules for Administering the  

“ADVANCEMENT OF SURFACE IRRIGATION AWARD”

American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers

Award Name:
Name of the Award – the award shall be known as the “Award for the Advancement of Surface 

Irrigation”.  

Purpose of the Award: 
The Award seeks to recognize and publicize those efforts that enhance the acceptance and efficient use of surface irrigation methods. 

It is anticipated that the Award and associated publicity will further the recognition of surface irrigation methods as practical, efficient, economical, and not labor intensive when properly applied in conjunction with an adequately large flexible water supply, adequate equipment, and adapted condition.

This Award shall be international in scope since about 75% of the irrigated area in the world is surface irrigated.  In the U.S. nearly 60% is irrigated with surface methods.  Thus, surface irrigation is and will continue to be one of the predominant methods for applying water to irrigated lands.

Eligibility for the Award:  
Awardees may be an individual, group, or a project that successfully demonstrates and publicizes the value and procedure of upgrading surface irrigation methods to gain their efficient use and acceptance.

The Award may be given for a research project or paper; for a popular article or book; or for the design or construction of an effective surface irrigation system that advances surface irrigation recognition as an effective and efficient system. 

Preference will be given to activities that encourage the use of adequately large flexible water supplies essential for optimum use of water, land, and labor with surface methods.

Recognition Item:
The Award shall consist of a plaque with the inscription to read: “This award is presented to __(name)_in recognition of engineering achievements in the advancement of the effective use of surface irrigation”.  The plaque shall include a depiction of surface irrigation selected jointly by the sponsor and the award Selection Committee.  It shall include the inscription given above and state that the Award is supported by the Merriam Endowment for Irrigation and Water Management.  Following is no longer applicable since 2009 at the directive of the ASABE Foundation due to Award Fund Balance - The Award will also include a $500 cash stipend.

In cases where two individuals share the Award, each one will be presented with a plaque.  If more than two individuals share the Award, then the plaque will be presented to the senior or lead author, as determined by the Selection Committee.  Other co-authors will receive a printed certificate with the award inscription. No longer applicable: In both of these cases, the cash stipend will be divided equally among the Award recipients.

This award shall be presented at the annual awards presentation during the ASABE Annual International Meeting of the Society, or at another venue if proposed by NRES-242 and the selection committee and confirmed by M-102 Awards Coordinating Committee.
Public information, award brochures, or news release should include the following: “The American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers annually presents an Award for the Advancement of Surface Irrigation.  This Award is given to an individual, group, or project that successfully demonstrates and publicizes the effective use of surface irrigation.”

Sponsor of the Award:
The Award is sponsored by Fund for Furthering Flexible Irrigation (4FI) under the Merriam Endowment for Irrigation and Water Management at the California Polytechnic State University at San Luis Obispo, California.  The contact is Department Chairman, Merriam Endowment for Irrigation and Water Management, BioResource and Agricultural Engineering, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, CA 93407.  Phone (805) 756‑2378.

John Merriam provided the funding for the endowment that supports this award.  He had been a life‑long member of ASABE and a strong proponent for the efficient and effective use of surface irrigation through innovative engineering and education.

Jury Award Selection Committee:
The Surface Irrigation Award Committee for selection of the “Award for the Advancement of Surface Irrigation” shall consist of the five most recent past‑chairman of  the Natural Resources & Environmental Systems (NRES) 242, Surface Irrigation Committee of ASABE, or its successors.  If the number of past‑chairman willing or able to serve on the committee is insufficient, award committee members may be appointed by the chairman of NRES -242.

The immediate past chairman of NRES-242 shall chair the Surface Irrigation Award Committee for a two-year term after the first year of service on the committee.  The first year he/she will act as vice chair of the committee.

The criteria for selecting awardees shall be based on outstanding accomplishments in advancing efficient and effective surface irrigation with special consideration given to innovations or demonstrations that are based on using an adequately large flexible water supply. 

The Jury will ballot by mail, fax, electronic mail, or any other appropriate method or in a closed committee meeting and will complete the selection process prior to the date established by the Awards Coordinating Committee.  If for any reason the Jury does not make a recommendation to the M‑102 Awards Coordinating Committee, no award will be made that year.

Nomination Requirements:
Nominations shall be prepared and submitted under the general guidelines of the ASABE Awards Coordinating Committee (M‑102).

A. Nominations are due into ASABE Headquarters by October 31.  The nomination shall

      consist of the following:

1.  Description of the project – not to exceed two pages.

2.  Statement of how the project meets the criteria for advancing surface irrigation – not to   

     exceed two pages.

3.  Minimum of five (5) letters of support for the nomination.

Nomination entries & support letters shall be submitted based on a deadline set by M-102 Awards Coordinating Committee.  The award is to be presented at the next year’s ASABE International Annual Meeting or other location. Award nominations may remain active for consideration for a total of three years.  If not selected during this period, the nomination may be resubmitted.

The Executive Director:
The Executive Director of the Society or representative shall be the custodian of the records of the Jury and render such other secretarial services as may be required, but he/she shall have no vote or voice in its deliberations.

The Executive  Director, or representative shall cause to be published in an issue of the Society membership communication publication each year, a statement about the award, including an invitation to the Society members to nominate qualified candidates.

M‑102 Awards Coordinating Committee for Awards:
The M‑102 Awards Coordinating Chair shall receive the Jury’s recommendations as to changes in rules or procedures and present them to the Membership Development Council for approval.  The M‑102 Awards Coordinating Committee Chair shall take further action on these matters as 

directed by the Membership Development Council.

The name of the candidate selected by the Jury shall be recommended to the M‑102 Awards 

Coordinating Committee Chair for committee approval.  If the M‑102 Awards Coordinating 

Committee approves, the Executive Director shall inform the Fund for Furthering Flexible 

Irrigation under the Merriam Endowment for Irrigation and Water Management, California 

Polytechnic State University at San Luis Obispo, California, of the award and the name of the nominee.
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